Aug. 1745]              ALEPPO  TO BASRA
strainer. Our caravan is reckoned large, consisting of two
thousand odd hundred camels1, of which about four hundred
are loaded with merchandize and near as many more with
passengers and baggage, the rest mounted by the Arabs
themselves or empty for want of freight, the returns from
Aleppo being considerable compared to what is carried from
Bassora; and what likewise renders the caravan numerous,
independant of merchants, are the armed Arabs in case of
necessity. The Shauks [Sheikhs] and their attendants and
many poor Arabs join the caravans from Bassora with one,
two or three camels, either loaded with things of small
import to barter at Aleppo, or in hopes the greater cameleers
may favour them with some freight back again. We have
several horses and mules in the caravan which are carried
for sale, being cheap in Aleppo and afford a good profit at
Bassora; but they arrive there such skeletons that many
months are necessary to [recover] them, especially those that
have performed the journey mounted.
This afternoon, not finding here water sufficient to
supply the caravan, we went on an hour farther. A pleasant
westerly wind and a very cold night.
7/A. [Mounted this morning about six and travelled till
noon, when we stopped and unloaded the camels; but I
think to little purpose, for in half an hour we wrere again
under way. At seven finished our days journey. The country
quite level and fair horizon all round. The wind to-day fresh
and westerly; our course S.S.E. Xo water. Night cold.
8th. Mounted between four and five and travelled till
noon, when we rested an hour and proceeded till seven.
The country and course the same. Wind westerly and heat
moderate. Evening agreeable. Night cold.
I asked our conductor today by what means they directed
their course; who told [me] there are beaten paths throughout
the journey (which I afterwards found) wherein the guides
constantly keep, and thereby hower [i.e. however] the caravan
extraviales2 on one side or other, they are sufficient to keep
1  See Introduction, p. xxxiii.
2  This appears to be a copyist's error for * extravagates * (wanders).